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As we all know, the SAT is changing.  So it 
probably does not come as a surprise that the 
College Board will be modifying the PSAT as well 
to mirror the changes that will be seen on the 
new SAT.  These changes will be in place for the 
October 2015 PSAT.
 
If you have been keeping up with our previous 
blog posts, then you are already aware of the 
impact that the changes in the SAT will have, 
so rather than rehash many of the details that 
we have already discussed about the changing 
SAT, let’s just dive right into the specifics of the 
PSAT.  (If you are interested in reading some of 
our previous posts regarding the new SAT, please 
CLICK HERE.)
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PSAT Reading

• Words in Context

• Non-obscure vocabulary that can be determined by contextual evidence

• Command of Evidence

• Ability to analyze referenced lines to determine deeper meaning

• Ability to locate contextual support for given themes

• Analysis in Science

• Ability to understand and answer questions about scientific concepts  

  (graphs and charts may be included)

• Analysis in History/Social Studies

• Ability to understand and answer questions about historic concepts  

  (graphs and  charts may be included)

https://www.facebook.com/methodtestprep
https://twitter.com/methodtestprep


https://www.facebook.com/methodtestprep
https://twitter.com/methodtestprep
http://www.methodtestprep.com/students
http://www.methodtestprep.com/students
http://www.methodtestprep.com/students
http://www.methodtestprep.com/students


https://www.facebook.com/methodtestprep
https://twitter.com/methodtestprep


PSAT Writing/Language

• Expression of Ideas

• Modification of sentences to ensure that they convey a clear  

   and concise message

• Standard English Conventions

• English grammar including but not limited to proper agreement,  

  diction, and punctuation
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PSAT Math

Algebra
• Solving equations

• creating expressions  
   and relationships

• interpreting formulas

• Problem Solving and Data Analysis

• Proper use of ratios

• proportions and percentages

• graphical relationships

• data analysis

Advanced Math
Rewriting and manipulating expressions, 

quadratics and exponential equations

Additional Topics
Calculating area and volume, measuring 

lines, angles, triangles, and circles using 

theorems, trigonometry
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About The Author
Andrew Peterson
The 10-year-old Andrew Peterson envisioned himself as a psychiatrist; 

however, as he grew to adulthood, he needed more of a challenge and 

decided to take on high school education instead. Andrew has drawn on his 

strong intellect and enduring patience to develop into one of Method Test 

Prep’s most highly regarded tutors. He is responsible for developing new 

material as well as training and leading our tutoring corps. Andrew enjoys 

astronomy, swimming, scuba diving, and music, but not all at the same time. 

When he needs to summon that last big of inner strength or inspiration to help 

a student, he recalls the quote,  

“Problems are not stop signs, they are guidelines.”
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